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Herseth Applauds Commitment To Agriculture Disaster Assistance

News from            Rep. Stephanie Herseth           For Immediate Release           Contact: Russ Levsen, 202-226-4449           Chip Weiskotten, 202-226-8553

HERSETH            APPLAUDS COMMITMENT TO AGRICULTURE DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

Speaker            Pelosi Pledges Relief for Drought Victims

March 5,            2007, Washington, D.C. -             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth released the following statement upon last            weekend’s announcement that the supplemental appropriations bill will            include disaster assistance for drought-stricken farmers. 

Herseth, who serves            as co-chair of the House Rural Working Group, said, “Farm and ranch            families across South Dakota have clearly experienced a severe natural            disaster in recent years, and I’ve been working to convince my colleagues            in the House that prompt federal assistance is critical. Drought may            not be as dramatic as a hurricane or tornado, but it is no less a disaster            and its victims are no less deserving of our assistance.”

The announcement            was made by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi at the National Farmers Union            annual convention. Speaker Pelosi appointed Herseth as co-chair of the            House Rural Working Group in 2004. In that role, Herseth works to articulate            and prioritize the needs of rural America to urban and suburban members            ofc the House of Representatives.

Herseth cautioned            that the terms of the package have not yet been released, adding, “I            look forward to working with my colleagues to craft a package that adequately            and appropriately reflects the severity of the conditions producers            have been suffering through over the past several years.” 

#            # #

Congresswoman            Stephanie Herseth serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Resources.

     
   

 2 / 2


